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great Khalif Haroun-al-Raschid. He was pursued,
slain, and his head thrown into a pond.

There then followed a war between Al Mostain,
assisted by the Cid, and Ibu Djahhaf, ending in a siege.
After a long blockade, some of the citizens opened the
gates, and a frightful slaughter ensued ; only those
being saved who could ransom themselves, or were
worth being sold for slaves. Ibu Djahhaf was taken,
and, after having given up the necklace and all the
rest of the spoil, was burnt alive in revenge for the
death of Al Kadir.

Murviedo was also taken by the Cid by treachery,
and cruelly used. The Arab records say that a Moorish
army defeated Alvar Fanez, and that Rodrigo, who was
already ill, died of grief. Then the Moors besieged
Valencia. Ximena held out for seven months, till the
King of Castille came to bring succour. Finding the
place no longer tenable, he escorted away all the
Christians and set it on fire. Roclrigo's body w^s
brought home and buried at San Pedro de Cardenas.
His two daughters, whose real na\nes were Maria
and Christina, married the Infants of Navarre and
Aragon.

Two generations seem to have built up the won-
derful superstructure of romance on the life of one
who probably had much brilliance, courage, and dig-
nity, but who evidently was really only the fierce
partisan warrior of Spain, not by any means the
perfect Christian hero. However, the "Cronica del
Cid" has so many actual bits of history in it that his
feats have been accepted as genuine. Corneille made
his marriage the theme of a drama; and when the
French invaded Spain in 1808, they fell into raptures.